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Welcome from 
David Ross, our Sponsor  
I am delighted that you have decided to learn more about what an education at 
the David Ross Education Trust might mean for your child, and for you as parents 
or carers.
A David Ross Education Trust education is compellingly different. Our mission is to broaden the horizons of young people 
through a world-class education. An education that creates academically gifted, confident, well-rounded young people in the 
classroom, in the workplace and in their communities.

We pride ourselves on academic excellence driven by inspiring teachers who help our students fulfil their true potential and 
fuel their academic ambition.

We believe in opening our students’ eyes to the world around them so they discover their talents and passions. We do this 
through an outstanding all-round education which gives our students access to life-changing experiences that develop the 
confidence and skills that stay with them for life.

Academic excellence and 
ambition
Our promise to your child is clear; we will help them 
become their confident, academic best in a rich 
learning environment where our Trust’s shared values 
of aspiration, ambition, courage and respect are 
celebrated.

At the heart of any successful education is a commitment to 
exceptional academic achievement.

We will always encourage and push your child to achieve the 
very highest levels they can.

Through a stimulating, challenging curriculum we will 
find ways to inspire your child to be intellectually curious, 
interested in the community and world in which they live, 
and keen to embrace knowledge at every opportunity.

We want you to be engaged in their development, from 
attending school events, to providing your feedback to 
teachers about your child’s progress.

Discipline is an important value at our schools. We expect 
your child to turn up on time and be polite and well-
presented – and we expect your support in adhering to 
these standards.

An outstanding 
all-round education
At the David Ross Education Trust, we believe in 
opening our students’ eyes to the world around them.

Whether it is debating, drama, music, sport, art or outward-
bound pursuits we want to support every child in developing 
the confidence and skills that will stay with them for life.

For parents or carers, sometimes this means a late pick up or 
a weekend commitment; a small ask in return for giving your 
child access to life-changing experiences.

We hope at the end of their education we have developed 
intelligent, socially self-confident young people, well 
equipped for further education and the workplace – and 
keen to contribute to the community in which they live.

We want them to be aware of the challenges of 21st-century 
life – and sensitive also to the challenges of others. I very 
much hope you enjoy reading this prospectus and that we 
get the chance to meet you at a Trust open day.

A David Ross Education Trust education isn’t to be drifted 
into; it’s about embracing the opportunities and the 
challenges it presents, and helping prepare your child for an 
exciting future.

David Ross 
Sponsor and Chairman, 
David Ross Education Trust
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Welcome from 
David Ross, our Sponsor  

Principal’s Welcome
Welcome to King Edward VI 
Academy, Spilsby. We are part 
of the David Ross Education 
Trust, a large family of schools 
that are committed to giving 
every student a world-class 
education.
KEVI is a caring and ambitious school. 
We have high aspirations and expectations for all our 
students in delivering academic excellence and valuable 
enrichment. 
We take an interest in your child’s goals and we support 
them to grow so they can achieve them.

At our school we have three straightforward rules that 
enable all young people to learn.  
These are: Be safe, Be ready, Be respectful.

This means that all young people here have clarity about 
what is expected of them and what they can expect from 
others in their community.

KEVI has a fascinating history that we believe informs our 
culture and practice today.

Our history stems from the amalgamation of two Spilsby 
schools: The King Edward VI Grammar School that received 
its royal charter in 1550 and the Sir John Franklin School that 
opened its doors in 1954, named after the famous Victorian 
era explorer from Spilsby. We are very proud of our inclusive, 
ambitious identity.

We believe that present day KEVI has inherited the best 
qualities of both these institutions and your child will 
thrive here.

Mark Wilkinson
Principal
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Our Culture
The environment we create for students to learn will 
mean they lead successful and happy lives.

Our culture creates opportunities for all to be the best 
they can   be. Our aim is to facilitate students reaching 
their highest possible level of academic achievement and 
personal growth.  

We are unashamedly 
ambitious for our students.
We provide access to high quality educational 
opportunities. We are an inclusive community that is 
student focused, embraces differences and celebrates 
diversity.  We encourage a commitment to the shared 
values of Ambition and Aspiration, Courage and Resilience, 
Honesty and Respect and through the promotion of our 
values and the work we do through the House system we 
encourage the students to feel a sense of belonging.  

We insist on high standards in all we do, with a particular 
focus on student behaviour,  teaching and learning and on 
developing students’ character and cultural capital.

We have clear and simple expectations of students 
behaviour outlined by our three academy rules:

Be Safe, Be Ready, Be Respectful
In the classroom, we believe our students are entitled to 
disruption free learning and our straightforward behaviour 
system of warn, move, remove supports this. Students 
understand the clear boundaries and respect them. 
Routines are a key element of this and allow students to 
maximise their learning time with their teachers, who we 
regularly refer to as gold dust!

We have clear and simple expectations of students’ 
behaviour and our clear routines and standard operating 
procedures lead to a calm. Purposeful and happy 
environment.

Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of the students is 
paramount and we do this by creating an inclusive, caring 
environment where every student feels valued, has a sense 
of belonging and knows that they will receive the help and 
guidance they need.  
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Our House Systems
The environment we create for students to learn will 
mean they lead successful and happy lives.

From the 
moment students 
decide to join us 
as a member of 
Team Kevi they 
will join one of 
our three houses: 
Apollo, Arete 
and Mercury.

Our houses are named after Greek 
and Roman Gods and Goddesses, 
which was a suggestion from one of 
our 6th formers.

The House System creates a sense of 
belonging and pride. It establishes 
a caring, supportive environment 
in which each student is a valued 
member of a small ‘family unit’, the 
tutor group, within a slightly larger 
unit, the house, within a larger 
‘family’ the whole academy..

The House System helps to build an 
individual’s strengths within a group 
and create bonds with students of 
all different ages, which mirrors 
everyday life.

We promote and provide 
opportunity for student voice, 
student responsibility, team building, 
leadership skills and co-operation.

The house system is underpinned 
by the academy core values 
of Ambition and Aspiration, 
Courage and Resilience and 
Honesty and Respect. Throughout 
the year students from  each 
house participate in the ‘House 
Championship’, a highly competitive 
house competition.

This incorporates a year-long 
house competition calendar which 
is carefully structured to provide 
a broad range of competitions: 
Community, Theatre Quizzes, 
Theatre Spectaculars, Subject 
Specific, Sport and Academic 
(Attitude To Learning & Attendance).

Competitions such as Limbo, Lip 
Sync, sports day and tug of war are 
some of the most popular.

Student leadership is a key part of 
the house system, and we take every 
opportunity to develop transferrable 
life skills that will benefit students in 
the world of work. 

Within each House, the older 
students are able to develop their 
leadership skills by mentoring the 
younger students, helping with key 
areas such as transition into the 
Academy.

Each of our houses also support 
individual charities as well as our 
own Inspiration Fund, with many 
sponsored events carried out to 
promote awareness and to raise 
funds for these valuable causes.
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King Edward VI Academy

Academic excellence
and ambition
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As part of the
David Ross
Education Trust,
we are committed
to giving every
student attending
our school a
world-class
education.

Exceptional standards
At King Edward VI Academy we value the acquisition of powerful 
knowledge, as a goal in itself, as an entitlement for all children.  We 
invest significant time and resources into ensuring that all students gain 
a broad knowledge base to enable them to become active members 
of their community in the future.  Alongside a rigorous and challenging 
academic curriculum, students also experience a broad range of sports 
and arts opportunities, ensuring we increase their cultural capital.�

We have high academic expectations and believe that success is 
achieved through a conscientious approach and a knowledge-rich 
curriculum. �

Our commitment to our students:
At KEVI, we pride ourselves on forging and maintaining good 
relationships with all our parents and recognise the importance of 
working in partnership to ensure that students receive the best possible 
support and guidance throughout their time in school. We do this 
through weekly newsletters, parental communication via our parent 
portal, parents’ evenings and KEVI performances, which we welcome 
parents to attend. We believe that if children, parents and teachers work 
together, then a child’s progress will be significantly improved. In order 
to enhance each child’s personal and academic growth, we ask that you 
be involved in your child’s education. This can be checking your child’s 
homework, listening to them read, attending parents’ evenings, keeping 
in touch with what is happening at the academy via the newsletter, the 
website, or social media with our regular communications home, coming 
to social and celebratory events, encouraging your child to take part in 
enrichment opportunities and academy performances.�   

We are committed to working with you to give your son/daughter the 
best possible start in their secondary school life. �  

�



08

An outstanding
all-round education
We believe every child should have the opportunity to 
create, compose and perform, as well as to visit and 
participate in extraordinary work.

As a David Ross Education 
Trust school, we provide an 
array of valuable enrichment 
opportunities that help our 
students discover what they 
enjoy and what they are 
good at. 

We aim to provide the very 
best that can be found 
in both the state and 
independent education 
sectors.

With the support of 
the Trust’s Inspiration 
Fund and professional 
partner organisations our 
students have trained with 
Olympians, worked with 
members of the RSC, been 
inspired by professional 
musicians and visited parts 
of the world they may never 
have imagined possible.

Personal development
Supporting our students to become 
confident, well-rounded young 
people is fundamental to a successful 
secondary education and we put it at 
the centre of all we do at KEVI.

Our pastoral curriculum enables 
students to demonstrate emotionally 
intelligent behaviour in their daily 
interactions around school and 
talk confidently in public and 
social situations, and even lead the 
enrichment 

At KEVI, we believe in treating our 
pupils as part of a large caring family, 
giving them the opportunity to grow 
and learn in a challenging, but safe 
environment. We believe that children  
learn best when the relationship 
between home and school is warm 
and positive. Confidence in the 
academy comes from knowing and 
understanding what we are trying to                     
achieve together.

The Tutor takes responsibility for their 
students and is the first port of call 

between home and school; they are 
the person that will make the initial 
contact with students on a daily basis  
and set the standard for the day ahead. 
In partnership with parents, they will 
aim to ensure all students are fully 
prepared to learn and progress within 
the academy.

Through the promotion of our school 
values and the ethos of the House 
system we encourage the students  
to feel a sense of belonging. We 
help them develop a strong cultural  
awareness becoming citizens who 
make positive contributions to our 
21st century society. We believe all 
students can succeed given appropriate 
self-belief, challenge and support. 
Whilst we guide and nurture students 
holistically, we   encourage them to take 
responsibility  for their own learning and 
personal development ensuring they 
become resilient lifelong learners who 
determine their own futures.
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The Arts and Sport Music Sport
At King Edward VI Academy we 
appreciate the transferrable life 
skills students can develop through 
interacting with expressive arts. Whilst 
Sport and the Arts can be enjoyed 
purely for themselves, they are also 
wonderful vehicles for developing non-
cognitive skills such as self-discipline, 
self-efficacy and resilience which are all 
important transferrable life skills which 
we feel as educators we have a moral 
imperative to develop.

Every child will have the chance to be 
involved arts experiences through the 
opportunities we offer at KEVI and 
across the Trust. 

Music is an integral part of life at King 
Edward VI Academy and all students 
at have access to   peripatetic music 
lessons throughout their time with us. 
The principles of high-quality music-
making: listening, adapting, exploring, 
persevering, problem solving, thinking 
laterally and performing without fear, 
are qualities we want to develop in 
all students.

From working alongside acclaimed 
musicians, to performing at prestigious 
David Ross Education Trust music 
events, every student is provided with 
outstanding platforms to build their 
confidence and grow their musical 
talents.

The Trust provides incredible 
pathways for our talented musicians 
to participate and excel in aspirational 
music-making.

Key partnerships with renowned 
organisations have provided 
outstanding opportunities to inspire 
our students and raise aspirations.

 

The importance of sport at our 
academy encompasses more than 
just the benefits of physical activity. 
It increases self-esteem, highlights 
the importance of teamwork and 
engages and motivates young 
people.

Whether it is competing locally 
against other schools, or at high-
profile David Ross Education 
Trust sports tournaments in front 
of sporting royalty like Sir Steve 
Redgrave and Rebecca Adlington, 
our students consistently show what 
sport means to them.

Competing in high-quality fixtures, 
sports tours in Europe, funded trips 
to major tournaments, bursaries and 
scholarships, all form part of the 
outstanding sporting provision at 
King Edward VI Academy.
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Our commitment 
to you and your child
Parents or Carers
Choosing the right secondary school 
for a child is one of the most important 
decisions that a parent or carer will 
make.

At King Edward VI Academy we 
ensure that every child progresses 
academically but also develops values 
and skills to equip them for success 
throughout life

By building strong  partnerships with 
parents and carers we can work . 
together to ensure that young people 
succeed.

Parents and carers rightly have high 
expectations of their child’s school, 
but equally important is their role in 
ensuring that their child succeeds in 
education.

Parents and carers can 
expect the school to: 
Provide an enriched curriculum 
which motivates with challenge and 
knowledge-rich learning activities.�

Ensure that each student has 
outstanding opportunities, support 
and guidance to achieve their full 
potential and become their confident, 
academic best.�

Ensure a positive classroom culture for 
optimum learning.�

Meet and greet students at the start of 
each lesson.�

Use regular assessments to track and 
report student progress.�

Give regular feedback to the students 
about how to improve their learning.�

The school expects parents 
and carers to ensure that 
their child:
Has an excellent record in terms of 
attendance and punctuality.�

Arrives at the academy each day ready 
to learn, with all of the necessary 
equipment and in full school uniform.�

Completes all homework to the best of 
their ability and reads books at home 
every day.�

Participates in a wide range of cultural 
experiences and exciting enrichment 
opportunities.�

Has a learning environment at home 
that encourages enquiry and discovery.�

Promotes our  values of ambition and 
aspiration, courage and resilience, 
honesty and respect.�

Follow the academy’s expectations, 
systems and routines.�

King Edward VI Academy



11 	
K

ing Edw
ard VI A

cadem
y Prospectus

Our commitment 
to you and your child
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University 
Destinations

Birmingham

Manchester

Liverpool
Hull

Sheffield
Lincoln
Nottingham

Leeds
York



Here are just some of the degree courses 
our students have studied:

Pro
sp

ectus 19/20

Course Destination

International Business Management De Montfort University

Sport and Nutrition Nottingham Trent University

History University of Nottingham

Sports Therapy Leeds Beckett

Fashion Management and Communication Sheffield Hallam University

Education Studies Bishop Grosseteste University

History and Politics University of East Anglia

English Literature University of Nottingham

Finance and accountancy Exeter University

Uniformed Public Services Loughborough

Law and Business Lincoln

Law Lincoln 

Business and Football University College of Football Manchester

Events Management Lincoln 

Fashion Promotion Birmingham 
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King Edward VI Academy 
West End, Spilsby, Lincolnshire, PE23 5EW

01790 753260
www.king-edward.lincs.sch.uk

@KEVIAcademy

King Edward VI Academy is part of  
the David Ross Education Trust. 

Our family of schools include: 

www.dret.co.uk
@DRETnews


